A Midfommer nights Dreame. 

Tom Snem , the Tinker. 

Snoivt.Hcte Peter Quince. 

Quin. Y ou, pyramus father ; my (t\(c,Thtsbies father ; 
Snugge the Ioyncr,you the Lyons part : and I hope here is 
a play fitted. 

<SV»£.Hauc you the Lyons part written ? pray you if it 
be.giue it me, for I am fiowe of ftudy. 

Quin. Yoti may doit extempore, for it is nothing but 
roaring. 

Bot. Let me play the Lyon too, I will roarc,that I will 
do any mans heart good to heart mc.I will roatc, that I 
will make the Duke fay,Lct him roare again, let him roare 
againe. 

Quin.lf you fhould do it too terribly ,you would fright 
the Dutchefle and the Ladies, that they would (hrike, and 
that were enough to hang vs all. 

All. That would hang vs eucry mothers fonne. 

Bot. I grant you friends, ifyou fhould fright the Ladies 
out of their wits, they would haue no more diferetion but 
to hang vs: but I will aggrauate my voycefo, that I will 
roare you as gently as any fucking Doue; I will roare you 
and t’were any Nightingale. 

Quin . Y ou can play no part but Piratmts, for Piramtti is 
a fweet fac’t man, a proper man as one flial fee in a fommers 
day ; a moft louely gentlemanlike man,therefore you muft 
needs play Piramus. 

2?<K.Well,I will vndertakeit.What beard were I beft to 
play it in ? 

^^a/tf.Why^hat you will, 

Bot . I will difchargeit,in eyther your ftraw-colour beard, 
your orange tawny beard, your purple in graine beard, or 
ypur french crowne colour beard, your perfit yellow. 

j£?«/*.Some of your french crownes haue no ha'tre at all ; 
and then you will play barefac’t. But matters heereare 
your pavts,and lam to entreat you.requeft you, and defire 

you. 
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you, to con them by too morrow night : and meet e me in 
the palace wood, a mile without the towne, byMooae- 
lieht, there we will rehearfe : for if we meete in the Citty, 
we (hall be dogd with company, and our deuifes knowne. 

In the roeane time, I will draw a bill of properties, luch as 
our play wants.! pray you faile me not. 

Bot. We will meete, and there we may rehearfe more 

obicenely and couragioufly. Take paines,be perfit, adieu. 
Quin, At the Dukes oke we meete. 

£<?f.Enough,hold or cutbow-ftrings. Exeunt * 

Enter a fairy at one dosre, and Robin good-fellow, 
at another. 

Robtn.How now lpirit, whether wander you ? 

Fai. Ouer hill.ouer dale, through bulh, through brier, 
,.Ouerparke,ouerpale,tbrough flood,throughfirc, 

1 do wander euery where, fwifter then the Moons fpherc j 
And I ferue the Fairy Queene, to dew her orbes vpon the 
Thecowflips tall, her penfioners be, (greenc.. 

In their gold coats,fpots you fee, 

Thofe be Rubies .Fairy fauours. 

In thofe freckles, Hue their fauors, 

I mutt goefeeke fome dew drops here-; 

And hang a pearle in ei^ry cowflips eare. 

Farwell thou Lob of fpiritsjlebegonc, 

Our Queene and all her Elues come here anon. 

j?o£.The King doth keepe his Reuels heere to nights , 
Take heed the Queene come not within his fight $ 

For Oberon is patting fell and wrath, 

Bee a ufe that file, as her attendant, hath 
A louely boy fiollen from an Indian king. 

She ncuer had fo fweete a changeling, 

And iealous O&row would haue the childe, 

Knight of his traine.to trace the Forrefts wilde. 

But {he, perforce with-holds the loued boy* 

Crownes him with flowers,and makes him all her ioy. 
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